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A Comparative Study on Religious Conversion Theories

Yasunori Sean MATSUMOTO

Abstract

Studies of religious conversion saw a new culmination in the sociological
studies on new religious movements after 1960s. This paper compares and
reevaluates conversion theories and explore an alternative perspective. In
particular, while the existing theories tend to define religious conversion as
internal transformation of converts, this paper pays attention to a dynamic
relation between the process to become a member and the process in which a
convert matures his/her conviction, being well-aware of the difference
between becoming a member and conversion, and attempts to heighten the

analytical validity of a conversion theory.
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